
CONTINENT OF EUROPE TEAM
T h e  E G A  s e l e c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  n i n e  t a l e n t e d 

a m a t e u r  g o l f e r s  ( s e e  a b o v e )  w h o  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  C o n t i n e n t  o f 
E u ro p e  a g a i n s t  G re a t  B r i t a i n  &  I r e l a n d  i n  t h e  3 2 n d S t  A n d re w s  Tro p h y 
( S AT )  l a t e r  t h i s  m o n t h . 

T h e  t e a m  w i l l  b e  c a p t a i n e d  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  s u c c e s s i v e  t i m e  b y 
2 0 1 7  S w i s s  S e n i o r  C h a m p i o n ,  a n d  t w o - t i m e  S t  A n d r e w s  Tr o p h y 
p l a y e r ,  Y v e s  H o f s t e t t e r .  A h e a d  o f  t h e  m a t c h ,  H o f s t e t t e r  s a i d :  

  I  a m  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  w e l c o m i n g  C r a i g  Wa t s o n  
a n d  h i s  t e a m  t o  t h e  v e r y  a c t i v e  g o l f i n g  c o u n t r y  o f  F i n l a n d .  

I  a m  s u r e  w e  w i l l  h a v e  a  v e r y  t o u g h  a n d  f a i r  m a t c h .  
I  w i l l  t e l l  m y  t e a m  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  e v e r y  s t r o k e  w i l l  c o u n t .

T h e  b i e n n i a l  m a t c h ,  w h i c h  w a s  i n s t i t u t e d  i n  1 9 5 6 ,  t r a v e l s  t o  F i n l a n d 
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  w i l l  b e  p l a y e d  a t  L i n n a  G o l f ,  h o s t  o f  t h e  2 0 1 0 
E u ro p e a n  A m a t e u r  C h a m p i o n s h i p ,  o n  2 6  a n d  2 7  J u l y.  F o u r  f o u r s o m e s 
m a t c h e s  w i l l  b e  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o n  b o t h  d a y s ,  w h i l e  e i g h t 
s i ng l es  ma tches  a re  he ld  i n  t he  a f t e r noon  o f  day  one ,  and  n i ne  s i ng l es 
m a t c h e s  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  d a y  t w o .

T h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  s i d e  w i l l  b e  t r y i n g  t o  w i n  t h e  m a t c h  f o r  t h e  f i r s t 
t i m e  s i n c e  2 0 1 2  w h e n  t h e y  c l a i m e d  a  s e c o n d  c o n s e c u t i v e  v i c t o r y  
a t  P o r t m a r n o c k  G o l f  C l u b  i n  I r e l a n d .  G re a t  B r i t a i n  &  I r e l a n d  re t a i n e d 
t h e  t r o p h y  i n  2 0 1 6  a t  P r i n c e ’s  G C ,  a f t e r  a  h i s t o r i c  t i e d  m a t c h . 

Edgar  Ca ther ine ,  o n e  o f  t w o  F re n c h  p l a y e r s  i n  t h e  s i d e ,  w o n  t h e  S o u t h 
A f r i c a n  S t r o k e  P l a y  C h a m p i o n s h i p  l a s t  y e a r.  H e  w i l l  b e  r e p r e s e n t i n g 
t h e  C o n t i n e n t  o f  E u r o p e  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e ,  a f t e r  h e l p i n g  h i s  t e a m 
t o  v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  2 0 1 6  J a c q u e s  L é g l i s e  Tro p h y.  C a t h e r i n e  re p re s e n t e d 
E u r o p e  a g a i n s t  A s i a - P a c i f i c  a t  t h e  B o n a l l a c k  Tr o p h y  i n  Q a t a r  e a r l i e r 
t h i s  y e a r.

Fa lko  Hanisch  won  the  2016  Boys ’  Amateu r  Champ ionsh ip  and  f i n i shed 
r u n n e r- u p  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r.  T h e  G e r m a n  p l a y e r  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  t h e 
Con t i nen t  o f  Eu rope  fo r  t he  t h i rd  t ime ,  a f t e r  he lp i ng  h i s  s ide  to  v i c to r y 
i n  t h e  2 0 1 6  a n d  2 0 1 7  J a c q u e s  L é g l i s e  Tro p h y  m a t c h e s ,  w h e re  h e  w o n 
f i v e  p o i n t s  o u t  o f  a  p o s s i b l e  s i x . 

Angel  H ida lgo  Por t i l lo  a l so  rep resen ted  Eu rope  a t  t he  Bona l l ack  Trophy 
i n  Q a t a r,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t w o  a n d  a  h a l f  p o i n t s  f r o m  f o u r  m a t c h e s .  T h e 
S p a n i a r d ,  w h o  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  w i n n i n g  s i d e  a t  t h e  2 0 1 7  E u r o p e a n 
A m a t e u r  Te a m  C h a m p i o n s h i p ,  c l a i m e d  t h e  C o p a  d e  A n d a l u c í a  e a r l i e r 
t h i s  y e a r. 

F i n l a n d  w i l l  b e  w e l l  r e p re s e n t e d  a t  h o m e ;  M a t i a s  H o n k a l a  h a s  p l a y e d 
f o r  E u r o p e  o n  t w o  o c c a s i o n s ,  i n  t h i s  y e a r ’s  B o n a l l a c k  Tr o p h y  a n d  
i n  t h e  2 0 1 6  J u n i o r  R y d e r  C u p .  H e  a l s o  p l a y e d  a  k e y  r o l e  i n  t h e 
C o n t i n e n t  o f  E u r o p e ’s  2 0 1 7  J a c q u e s  L é g l i s e  Tr o p h y  v i c t o r y,  g o i n g 

u n d e f e a t e d  i n  h i s  t h re e  m a t c h e s .  H o n k a l a ’s  b e s t  r e s u l t  o f  l a t e  w a s  a 
v i c to r y  a t  t he  op en ing  even t  o f  t h i s  yea r ’s  A ud i  F i nn i sh  P GA  Go l f  Tou r. 

Frédéric Lacroix ,  the  second French p layer  in  the  team,  a lso  represented 
E u r o p e  a t  t h e  B o n a l l a c k  Tr o p h y  t h i s  y e a r.  I n  2 0 1 7 ,  L a c r o i x  w o n  t h e 
European  Men’s  C lub  Trophy  w i th  Rac ing  C lub  de  F rance  La  Bou l ie ,  and 
f i n i s h e d  t i e d  f o r  t h i rd  i n  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  S t ro k e  P l a y  C h a m p i o n s h i p . 

S t e fa n o  M a z z o l i ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  C o n t i n e n t  o f  E u r o p e  i n  t h e  2 0 1 4 
J a c q u e s  L é g l i s e  Tr o p h y  a n d  i n  t h e  2 0 1 6  S AT.  T h e  2 0 1 5  E u r o p e a n 
A m a t e u r  C h a m p i o n ,  a n d  Te x a s  C h r i s t i a n  U n i v e r s i t y  a t h l e t e ,  w o n  t h e 
We x f o rd  P l a n t a t i o n  I n t e rc o l l e g i a t e  a n d  h a s  e n j o y e d  n u m e ro u s  t o p - 1 0 
f i n i s h e s  i n  U . S  C o l l e g i a t e  e v e n t s  t h i s  y e a r. 

F r e d r i k  N i l e h n  w i l l  b e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  C o n t i n e n t  o f  E u r o p e  f o r 
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  T h e  S w e d i s h  p l a y e r  h a s  m a d e  h i s  m a r k  o n  t h e  U . S . 
c o l l e g i a t e  g o l f  s c e n e  f o r  t h e  Te x a s  Te c h  R e d  R a i d e r s .  H e  h a s  w o n 
f o u r  i n d i v i d u a l  e v e n t s  i n  h i s  t w o  y e a r s  o n  t h e  t e a m ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
2 0 1 7  A m e r  A r i  I n v i t a t i o n a l ,  a n d  s e t  a  n e w  s c h o o l  r e c o r d  t h i s  s e a s o n 
w i t h  a  s c o r i n g  a v e r a g e  o f  7 0 . 1 3 .

I n  2 0 1 7 ,  L o r e n z o  F i l i p p o  S c a l i s e ,  t h e  s e c o n d  I t a l i a n  p l a y e r  s e l e c t e d , 
w o n  t h e  I t a l i a n  A m a t e u r  S t r o k e  P l a y  C h a m p i o n s h i p  ( F r a n c o  B e v i o n e 
Tr o p h y ) ,  f i n i s h e d  i n  a  t i e  f o r  s e c o n d  a t  t h e  E u r o p e a n  A m a t e u r 
C h a m p i o n s h i p ,  a n d  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  I t a l y ’s  b r o n z e  m e d a l  a t  t h e 
E u r o p e a n  A m a t e u r  Te a m  C h a m p i o n s h i p .  T h e  f o r m e r  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Tennessee  a th l e te  has  a l so  impressed  th i s  season ,  secu r i ng  numerous 
t o p - f i v e  f i n i s h e s  i n  U . S .  c o l l e g i a t e  e v e n t s  a n d  i n  s e t t i n g  t h e  s c h o o l 
r e c o r d  f o r  l o w e s t  s e a s o n  s c o r i n g  a v e r a g e  w i t h  7 0 . 3 4 .

S a m i  V a l i m a k i ,  t he  second  F inn i sh  p laye r  i n  the  s ide ,  won  the  2017 
Po r tuguese  I n t e r na t i ona l  Ama teu r  Champ ionsh ip ,  p l aced  th i rd  i n  t he 
G e r m a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A m a t e u r  C h a m p i o n s h i p ,  a n d  f i n i s h e d  t o p - f i v e 
i n  t h e  I t a l i a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A m a t e u r  C h a m p i o n s h i p  i n  t h e  s a m e  y e a r.  
He won a l l  four  o f  h is  matches on the way to  he lp ing secure  F in land’s 
promotion from the European Amateur Team Championship, Division 2, a n d 
s c o re d  t w o  a n d  a  h a l f  p o i n t s  f o r  t h e  E u ro p e a n  t e a m  a t  t h e  B o n a l l a c k 
Tr o p h y  i n  Q a t a r. 

Epal inges,  11 July  2018 

For scoring and reports from the matches please visit:  
http://www.ega-golf.ch/event/2018-st-andrews-trophy

For past match results please visit:  
http://www.ega-golf.ch/page/st-andrews-trophy

For further information, please contact:
Arnaud Baratçabal

EGA Championship Manager
Tel: +41 21 785 70 60   Email: info@ega-golf.ch

YVES HOFSTETTER 
(Non-Playing Captain)

SUI

FREDRIK NILEHN

SWE

LORENZO FILIPPO SCALISE

ITA

©
 Le

ad
erb

oa
rd

 Ph
oto

gr
ap

hy

“
”

ANGEL HIDALGO PORTILLO

ESP

©
 go

lfs
up

po
rt.

nl/
Jo

s L
inc

ke
ns

EDGAR CATHERINE

FRA

©
 go

lfs
up

po
rt.

nl/
Jo

s L
inc

ke
ns

FRÉDÉRIC LACROIX

FRA

©
 go

lfs
up

po
rt.

nl/
Jo

s L
inc

ke
ns

STEFANO MAZZOLI

ITA
© golfsupport.nl/Jos Linckens

FALKO HANISCH

GER

©
 go

lfs
up

po
rt.

nl/
Jo

s L
inc

ke
ns

©
 Le

ad
erb

oa
rd

 Ph
oto

gr
ap

hy

FIN

MATIAS HONKALA

SAMI VALIMAKI

FIN

©
 Le

ad
erb

oa
rd

 Ph
oto

gr
ap

hy

ST ANDREWS TROPHY
GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND VS THE CONTINENT OF EUROPE

LINNA GOLF, FINLAND     26-27 JULY 2018
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